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THE POLITICS OF IT.

It is altogelheTlmTortunate that,
t i .i. :...io. f nrnminentuvwiiij lu l ,""Democrats, there should be disposi- -

tim, in n,tP a nnlitical issue out of
the, demand for an inquiry into the
preparedness of our army and navy,
It Bccms to be feared by some ot tne
Democrats that their party will be
found to blame for any shortcomings
that may be discovered. Likewise
some Republicans are acting as if
they were sure that the Democrats
alone can be made to bear the blame
for deficiencies.

Neither political party will be en-

titled to cash in any glory by reason
of the inglorious conditions that
have been reported to Congress year
after year for a long period past.
Those conditions aroused the protest
of men who knew and understood,
away back in the years of Republi-

can rule. Party responsibility is di-

vided; both parties have been guilty
of persistent refusal to take the
whole subject seriously enough. The
truth of the business is that the poli-

ticians as a class, regardless of
party, have allowed the country to
slump into a situation that is now
suddenly discovered to be critical.

There ought to be no politics in
the consideration of this demand for
an inquiry; and there ought to be a
good deal of patriotism and business
sense in it.

ROUMANIAN ATTITUDE

If Roumania shall enter the war
on the side of the allies, it will be a
most important triumph for their di-

plomacy. The situation is this:
Austria has made progress well to-

ward the subjugation of Servia. With
Servia wrecked as a military factor,
Bulgaria and Greece would still be
interposed between Austria and Tur-

key. It is of the utmost importance
to the Kaisers that they establish
direct touch with Turkey, so that
troops and munitions may be shipped
bad; and forth. Servia subdued,
Germanic diplomacy would direct it-

self to getting Bulgaria into the war
as an ally of the Kaisers, or else to
getting Bulgaria to permit the free
passage of troops and stores, as Bel-

gium was asked to permit the same
thing.

Bulgaria might yield; partly under
pressure, partly because Bulgaria
hates Servia and would be promised
territorial advantages at Servia's ex-

pense.
If Bulgaria did yield, and become

either the active or the passive aid of
Berlin and Vienna, the injury to the

: Hies would be very grave. They stand
n need of a powerful counter-chec- k

againai Bulgaria, and that counter--hec- L

wojld be found if Roumania
should declare herself on the allies'
-- ide. Roumania has about 0,000,000
people, and is the one Balkan state
ihat lias kept out of recent wars. It
s able to put a big and excellent

crmy in the field; an army tttat, co-

operating with Servia and Greece,
would make it utter folly for Bul-

garia to cast her lot with the
Kaisers.

Thus Roumania represents the
best chance of holding Turkey, sur-
rounded by enemies and out of touch
vith lipr allies. More than that, Rou-"lan- in

, basically a Latin country,
'osi ' allied by race and sympathies
o Italy. The chance of bringing
tal to the support of the allies
vouM 1p improved by aligning Rou-

mania w.th them.

CANAL AND TRAFFIC.
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i country over was below its figures,
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.for the preceding year.
! The figures that while the I

I canal is getting some business that
! formerly went to the railroads, it is
creating new business, new business
activities, and that the railroads arc
benefiting by it. For instance, a
showing of the business originating
in interior and hauled to the
Pacific coast points for sea shipment,
would be illuminating. The time will

f Mmn if if lino nn( .nsswiA nlKAmltf

--hen' the increase of this business
I will very largely compensate for the I

of transcontinental traffic '
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Moreover, transcontinental traffic,
is hauled at the lowest rates made

j
anywhere m the railroad world,
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much higher rates.

The whole transcontinental busi-
ness will have to readjust itself to I

the new conditions, is true; but in
the it is if the railroads
will find themselves serious suffer-
ers. At any rate, the immense in-

crease of tonnage indicates that
business is a gainer.

COTTON FOR GERMANY.

Cotton is sellinsr in Germany and '

Austria for two and three times the pression was due to the elimination
price for on the exchange garments for wear

York. could not bcihad hitherto been large
held at so high a value over there
.tnlpss..... w, nlnnrr...0 with...... n .......einrfno!i.,.. nf.... .....
supply, there were a for it
very wide and very strong. If the
people of Germany and Austria did
not want cotton in great quanti
ties the price in those countries, war
or no war, would very
higher that our price, freight;
insurance, and exchange.

Why need cotton command such
inordinately high prices in Germany
and Austria when there is so huge a
surplus in this country? Cotton is
ndt contraband of war. We are a
neutral nation. As a neutral nation

are to send in neutral ships
cargoes that are not contraband into

that not blockaded.
It cannot be a question of ships.

It is true that the merchantmen of
Germany and Austria have
swept off the wide oceans by the
allies and must remain bottled up

harbors the world over while the
war fleets of England, France, and
Japan command the seas. True, the
merchantmen of the allies will not
carry supplies for their True,
our own ocean-goin- g merchant ma-

rine is a pitiful remnant of what was
once a glory.

But there is the merchsnt marine
of Holland; there is the merchant
marine of the Scandinavian coun-

tries; there is the merchant marine
of Italy, as yet neutral. Those peo-

ples, with a very large ocean-carryi-

capacity, are eager to do all
the shipping business that is possible
as long as they may.

If it is insurance that is the trou-
ble it ought not to be. For neutral
bottoms loaded with goods not con-

traband there is no prohibitive risk.
The Washington Administration, by
recent authority Congress, has
right at its finger ends a scheme for
insurance of overseas traffic by the
National Government.

When, therefore, there is a
and open market for our cotton in
Germany and in Austria, with these
countries calling for hundreds of
thousand of bales, our cotton ought
to be going to them in fleets.

A NAVAL ENGAGEMENT.

Perhaps the censors could give a
good reason for passing a dispatch
which that "forty British and
French warships gathered out-
side of (location deleted by censor)

the evident intention of forcing
wav through."

If they haven't gathered some-
where, the censorship is deliberately
misleading the public. they have
gathered somewhere for such a pur
pose, why say where? The
patch comes from Berlin via Copen- -

in cut is to he an effort to pass

president of the Southern Pa- -' hagen and London; therefore it is
eifir ruilroad declares that the Pan- - very certain that Berlin knows the
cma canal is already taking a large j Berlin knows it, if
volume of away from the Copenhagen knows and if London
railroads, and he makes plain that he knows it; if, in short, the belliger- -
onsiders the situation a serious one on both sides know all about it,

'or them. and if a neutral like Denmark knows,
Hi indicate that for the I then why on earth should the censor

mor.h of August. September, and cut out the name of the place? It
'Mr.lier, 3013, the total tonnage from a peculiarly inane employment
' ali'nri.'a to the seaboard of the power of the blue pencil,
was 120.000 tons. Of this the rail-- ! The commcitators generally bc-'oa- d

took 07,000 and the water car-- lieve that the prospective cngage- -
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is scene
movement. British public opin- -

ion has been strongly demanding
naval action in the North
junction British forces
might have been effected for such an
effort. A successful effort
up Sea not produce

'any such useful results would a
vccpUfl attack on

the (Jcunan nava' liae it.
fiasco Dardanelles would in-- j

crease British disaffection with the !
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conduct of the navy, for it would be
insisted that possible advantages
of a victory did not justify the
chances talen.

On other hand it may be ar -

gucd there is doubtless a better
chance of success against the Daroa - ,

nelles thaji against the German j

naval base. Turkey has recently
' come into war. Defenses arc be- -

ing strengthened as fast as possible. J

Every passing week makes the '

chance of passing the historic
less. .

I
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asked it f
in New It in demand

demand

we

been

in

have

figures

crees, it was reliably reported that
the last-nam- ed alternative was gen-
erally resorted to. If proof was
needed of this widely current report,
it was to be had from Tepeated state-
ments shopkeepers and manufac- -
turcrs tnat Part ot tne economic de--

and werc supposed to be indispensa- -
I Die, inc return 01 me iuu smri
should spell an era of prosperity
a decimated industry and incident-
ally furnish use material that is
now a drug on the market and work

many idle hands.
A busy statistician once figured

out that if Chinaman coukl be
persuaded to add an inch to the
length of his shirt there need never
be fear of a surplus cotton in the
South. Without having checked up

figures, but accepting the state-
ment at face value as do many
other statements of statisticians,
meanwhile having doubt as to their
correctness we hesitate to predict
how tremendous a boom would come
if women to begin at once to
wear all the" clothes that they appear
at a casual glance to have cast off.

THE BASEBALL WAR.

The magnates of organized base-
ball are in New York this
week to consider, in chief, plans for

the Federal League. Tho
early arrivals unburdened

of various excoriations of
Federal League, which plainly is giv-

ing more worry than at any previous
time.

It is observable that present ef
fort is directed extensively to con-

vince players and public that it is
peculiarly dishonorable for a player
to leave the old organization and
jump to the Federals. A great deal
is being said about this sort of
commercialism is down
public confidence in baseball. Per-

haps it is; but knowledge of the
of contracts under which

players have been held in past,
the of iron-cla- d

organization for distribution of ter-
ritory, suspicion that a few
financially powerful clubs have been
permitted to use their financial re-

sources to keep whole platoons of
players on the bench in order to dom-

inate supply and keep down the
less financially powerful teams, have
contributed their full share to im-

press public that manage-
ments have been amply commercial.

Precisely why baseball should be
owned and controlled by a little
group of clos-el- allied any
more than sugar or petroleum or
shoe machinery or theaters,
never been very obvious to the pub-

lic The idea a player like
Johnson is doing something dishon-

orable when he changes employers is
a bit too strong. Johnson's Wash-
ington contract had expired. He
could better himself by signing else-
where, and he did. Most other men
would have done the same, and with
perfect propriety.

Just now it seems to be the cue
of organization magnates to is-

sue solemn warnings to the players
that if they go to the Federals they
are certain gravely to injure them-
selves. "It will be ten years before
public confidence in players re-

stored," avouches Manager Clarke.
of. the Pittsburgh Pirates. Bosh! If
he imagines that folks in Chicago arc-goin- g

to analyze the morals of John-
son's jump before tliey go out lo sec
him pitch, he is at the wrong

bitterness, would better have been
left unmade. They did no credit
Ban Johnson nor organized base-
ball; and they exposed a very bad
attitude of mind.

Roasting the players isn't Koin.1T to
keep public away from the jranies
where the public's favorite players,
disport themselves. Rube Marquard's
Manhattan admirers journey
over In I'rooklvn to .see him play,
e'en though his late "owner" in
Manhattan thinks it was unprctty of
JRubc to cross the river. I'lank and

This is based on the People don't go to the ball park for
fact that the fleet is described a:jmoral inspiration; they go to
composed of both British and ' church. They go to the ball park to
French, and the French have been J scc the game; not to contemplate the
assigned the naval control of the moral qualities of the players. Some

while British arc remarks that Mr. Ban Johnson made
hooking after the North Sea. But it about Walter Johnson, in the hour of

not concluded
that Constantinople the of
the
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will

bender will draw in St. Louis as
Federals, just as they drew in St..
Louis as Mackitcs. The truth is that '

Ithe public goes to sec the players;
not to sec the magnates count gate
receipts, the magnates need to wake I

up anil realize that,

The Silver
Lining
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'vn naron Munchausen never
(claimed to i,m taken a cold plunge
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In a few more wcoks there will be
...nrnJolnn'il

.
blindages

. .
where Santa

m.!,iu- - amateur whiskers were.

c foIks u'" started UiIh huy-a- -

ulized that their Rood
would be utilized to construct Kris
Krlngle whiskers.

Mexico again sets the way In cul-
ture and advancement. And Just to
think that a big country llko the
1'nlted States has only one capital.

Don't cheer too soon. Old Man "Wi-
nter is still peering through the peri-
scope.

Time for some statistician to figure
llCW flip fhi AfoTlran nriMr,f urniilfl
reach set end to end

Well, some day the Belgians can
reciprocate by sending us a relief
ship of noiseless automobile horns.

THE OL&5T IHhJB S2
"Half the joy o'

hidin' your Christ-

mas gifts is marred
V An"

by not havin th
neighbors see th'
wagons drive up t'
your door."

Stringent traffic regulations would
necessarily compel Diogenes to dim
his lantern while Inside the city
limits.

The mess over In Kurope furnishes
the ?lm!ans with a perfectly good
libel suit against Mr. Darwin.

Cleveland Delegations on
Way to Meet Herrick

CLEVKLAXD. Ohio. Dee: 7.-- The

"Friendship Special." with fifty-on- e of
Cleveland's most prominent citizens. In
four private cars, is on Its way to New
York where men into the

and admirers Myron T.
rick, win welcome him upon his return
irom iTance tomorrow.

American flags decorate the four cars.
On board is a large supply white car-
nations to decorate the lapels of the
committee upon Its arrival In Manhat-
tan

What's on the Program in
Washington

Today.
MeetlnKS, eicnlns
Masonic Ptton-.ar- , Nr. olction. Ilin- -

jamln II French. N 15, election, Ana-ciMI- r.

No :i, eirttlon. I'entalpha. No 33,

rlc tlon and installation, lit I'leasant. No
3. elertlon. Mi V rnoii. No r. Ki.il
Arch Majins. Orluit. No 5. KniKlui Tern
pla: Ituth. No 1. Ilastrrn Star

Odd KcIlo. I nlon. No 11, nennt, N
1.1. IitiKdon. No 2. Ituth. No r. aii,
Nonil. N 1. H-- b kah ljjdries

Knlelitsif l'ythilas-Kitu- al, No 17. Century.
No 30. Aiiutrnth. No 2$

Mdccub'-fi- i National 'lent. No 1. Jit er-n-

Teni. No. t. Anaeatli Tmt. 7
National I nlon I'otomar Omni II
i;nter;atnnient for the Mind. Library of

h U p tn
Itazaar jnd aIe. NelchLorhood Houw.

lib K trt northwest. 10 a in to C p in
IT Katherlno Itenintit Ddih, Mon-i- a

HientiiK C'luli and National I'IMc Id-eiatio- n

"f Women's I'luL."). lUleich Hotel,
h 1J i m

Meeting, North Uar.hlnrton "ltlzene" Ajo-rlitlo-

Seomd and IJ n'.rccts northiwat. 1

p in.
Sorialln party Utliosraphera' I'nlnn, No IS.

and Tailors' L'nloii. SI1 n street northwest,
x p m

lunar and dinsant. lienefit of Day Nursery
and r!penary Ae.ol3tIon. Kaleleh Hnlrl,
afternoon unit eeulns

'onieri rnll-- d States soldiers' Nome.
p ,ii

!Linii. AsiMvtatlon ot OMeat InhaLItanta,
lu.iiitt. : se p m

Ujiar and dariMnt. heneflt Da Nurserv
and lJlipen;nrt. Italrlkli. 10 a rn tn C

p m
Ifeimiuet New Jerhev Societj, Hauscher'a.

7 p in

Amusements.
National "ilv !.dv' Irri". ' li p in.
Ililarco "Ilie Fallen Idol.' p. in
rr.luiiil.lu "A IVrftet Ijid." S:U p. in
Polfa "The I.IK. ' S.U and S la n. m.
II r :.!.'. imil S:15 p m.'
inetv Ilnnrwiue. nnd :ti p. in.

Columbli lluric.ii Ilolmrs. I:C0 p m
(arden -- 1'hoton' ie. 10 a in to II p m
Strand Photoplay
"raiidaH'j, I'liotnpla)
ll.jtle IJurlrwjuc. S 15 p m

Tomorrow.
Meeting'. eenlne.
SI"onli IViUral. No 1. election; Aeaela.

So IS. flMiion. Takoma. No 19.
ill Ileroo. No 7. Potomac. . andIjkfaetle. No i. I:na! rri .Manti. I)n
Mouit Jionii.' i. in-- i Itiili;h: . I

leiniilar. Ktangelln "liapter. tvnlxhts IP.
"rol. lt.lt- - nin-ta- . No. . Pein- -

N, ;, and I'r" ndshlp, N 17. hajt--
rn Mar

Odd IMIowa-Va.hlnet- on. No ; Col Jen
It'll- -. No II; Ainlij. No '17- - Fred U
Hiuart No 7. Kmampmem; Itiie' ,ux
tll.irt I'atrlarrht Militant

Ki'i!;hiti of t'iliU V.eli-te- r. No 7. Kxeel- -
ln-- No I fhrd'al. No ;t, Mrtle. 5S

Ilrli;htnMl Tent. No
Sr Uliet iiaiiv cetral rfiinnilttee. til 12

Ki- r- I nnr.liueur S p in
IIHj ihi1 "IJfe and Work or Ti- -

Ir.rt I IrviiKti " ha pel of I.ulhcr Ilj- - M.- -
innrliil Iturt'h. I,.iittenih etui N rfe"tiiortliw it, S in

IxKttir'. :ot elrt I! Willis, or f hit
Mart Washington "liapter. 1 A. It .
WnahlnKton !iih. 8 p in

Dance. Wahl:igton fainp. Patriotic Order
Sons of America. Jeffereon f"lul. Thlrty- -
Mrst and M Btreet?. S p in

Me-tl- nc Iloni.i nnd Schiol AmuH-iath- of
Western lllxh IVanklln Stlionl,
p m.

Irlur'. "iVrlaln l'erhlr Ijjtts niplalned."
lir ' I" WlnhlKler. Cairo. p m

MuMraled Iwiurt', "ICurf'pean Var." Or
N-- til Mnnro- - llnpKIn. nmi of ilo- - Ilevolu- -

ilon Army ami Nat ciiih. X p m
Mer'inK. in commemoration of blrthd.iy of

William IJojd ilarriron, Nntloial Aso'ia- -
tlon for the Adt ini'ment of Colored i'eo- -
p'e. M'troiMilitMii A M K. flmnh. p ni

Ilnzanr and entertainment. Iienetlt of Ml
rnlt3rli.n Chun h. tnllrooni of th- -

tVilt ird. ; t ( p in
V.lrrel. "The Iltj.rtpi PI Mia I Ion " Isu j

1't.r'i'r OinmlHT of i',rnniT, e. p ,n
I.i If h Im ol CiorKe Wal'llik-to-

1 ntvlill ,1 ill.ll I.iIIiik.11 of Ir
I' ILll I ' lo . p 111

. r. I" IIii'km V ,e, uiH' i

Tl on on M.Mii. and S. h.jl "R'h' .ition.
Tin... --on ix IhxiI litrlith and I. ttieeta
aorthwul. ;.U p. aa.

Letters to Santa Clans Pour
Into Christ Child Society

Ik T:'7 "Ml wtifMEEtm' nJlfrrlfflWIf '

W-'-,- . ;,4V';v mHEZmBummzWtP-- . m&BKMKffBBEMM&f

um' c a mBmuM
H B " tVHWti
n rmKt9 z wmw

Childish Scrawls Plead for

Gifts Members Use Judg-

ment and Care in Filling

Requests.

The Christ Child Society Willi

play Santa Claus for the twenty- -

fourth time this Christmas eve

Hundreds of letters written by the
children telling what they want for !

ciety headquarters. Each one is

turned over to an individual mem-

ber of the society who sees that
the wish for a go-car- t, a teddy bear
or a pair of roller skates is grati-

fied.
How Idea Was Born.

Tl.e idea of gift-givi- to the children
of the poor had birth in the heart of
Miss Mary V. Merrlclt. Tills work liaa
been a solace for an affliction she suf-

fered when a mere girl which has Kept
lier a cripple ever since Although; the
society has grown to Includo fourteen

these all Personal Christmas OTC pouring
of Her- -

of

No

No

No

out to

of

branches In cities, to cover tion to ch crippled
lines of social service. Miss Mer- - cannot attend 3thool. and

rick Is still the active She th" 'ns loeicty in giving women
not attends to the executive th"Sn making the dresses which

the but out the1''1! th- - wtrlrobo of the relief depart- -

little garments mat go into tne oauy
f utl. . . .a .. ir

Fwered laSt "nc?y alone. ."S
ccn more are to roll In for
the attention of the Christ Child Santa
this tear. So far the majority the ,

letti'ts aV for Terr bears, r. j

loller skates, and Tho penman- -'

shin I:. r childish scrawl, and the sta- - '

tlonorv scraps of paier, half-sheet- s, or
s, or a leaf a note-boo- k.

I Inn- - Is one of this year's letters
Dear t hrlst Child:

I am a little Klrl olRht years old.
I would lllte to have a piilr of

sho-s- . My father la doad,v my
mother has to work hard. I .nn
your little Kirl.
A precocious yomiKSter of two pen-

ned the following.
Iliur 'hrlit Child:

I am a little boy twi years old
I would like to li.ivf Tidily bear
or anything yu have to yparf for
ChrUtman. I think jmi tcry nmcli.

Demand For Dolls.

The demand for dolls Is supplied I

throttsh the activity of tho Junior !

members of the society, who meet
rcRuiarly from fall to .

membership is not confined j

to irl.. but boyi; their ,

quota to the stock. In a few days '.M0 i

or inor" "in do onniKiii to miss .tter- - i

rli k's homo for Inspection, and I

trilmted to fit the tasted or the chil-
dren. I

L'omo of tlie requests cause the lieno-fa- -
tors perplexity. Ono & rl of seven-

teen .ukod for a blK doll. 1'poti Inquiry
It fotitid out that she ,n a

that she could not sleep with
r.m '.ho fainll. ,l o wanted tint
dull ,'s a bedfellow. Another on so was
tils' of a boy in the lmluKtri.il Homo
School, who nut In loiter for a
v itoli. Tin- - civers arc akcd to 'ofral'i
ftoni oxpensive Klft3. lif.. 'he
Match wjs purchahcd otic of the so-
ciety members looked into the case.
She discovered that tho buy wanted a
Hatch because he had heart trouble,
and ho thought tha vt'tli a timepiece
nlwa uitli him ho would bo kept
from otorhuirt Anuther llttlo boy.
x ho reemed somewhat dotnandlncr In
asking for .1 trluclpede. u.is a cripple
v.lio Rot about in this way.
Ho received the xeiocipodo

Atler the idea if the ChrUtmas s'vInK
had been well developed, the women of
the society d'ecovcrod that Rifts of
toys or dolls to children who were in
need of olothitiR- - tviis out of the ques-
tion. Itcllef work was lliereforo itmti-Kttrat-

to precede tho flirlMm.i
charity, which consists of iviiu; out
now Karments to ohlldron who present
an t.nlor ftoni tin- - friendly

Id Is h1m fittil out with a
pair of I ast tear the .MOc'-t- y

had tho ittfactlon of Knowing that
ono of tlio 'nildroii who came fori

cntmcnt.s weie lurnrd atrnt Tho "

roli' Is pioourod Ihrough : Iuthtotigh tlio 'ndivnliinl work of tho i".
fcouinc-ineinber- s ni tlio rot if it . ''I'xl
thtougli tho qonoio lit of ,tl ioic.tI
liou.-.-'f j
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Above, at left MRS. THOMAS H CARTER. At right MRS THORNTON P.
ELAND. A stack toys to fill Santa Claus orders and two letters from
children are alsq shown.

November, which is the regular date
'or the opening of the wardrobe. The
giv.r.g of clothing and shoes boys
nnd girls will continue until after
Christmas. M!s3 Eleanor Johnson Is In
charge of boys' and girls' garments
and Mrs. E. de Zaranz of the distribu-
tion of shoes.

Numerous features are worked into
this more practical side of the Christ
Child Society. .su"h as sewing-classe- s

lor the ol'ler girls. Individual Instruc

"'""- -
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Competitors Urged
10 Beain

'PttimAiMS.

The Times' Competition Nears the Half Way Point
and Today's Question Shows Need Careful

Preparation Before Answering.

Give brief the

then
their the

the

seilcols are

th'
I

..Mfsrlnn
adults in Cuba

reltardod a rather uncivilized tills
enlightened : it kov eminent
lottory recent memory, l.ut it has
not manv 'cars since thh. method

employed In And the
method of lis s the anbject
vvliiih competitors Tlie Times' con-tt'- st

mo to virito about todaj
This question suggests a for con--1
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Lull the Hal have been
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of

tag insures the service of tha
Merchant's Transfer. Packages are
classified according to
the day before Christmas huge car-
ry them to .five centers of the so-
ciety. Here the district visitors see thatpresent reaches the child for
it as intended.

Any one who is not a member of tho
organization the yearnings of
a little heart as expressed in a letter

the Christ Child.

Oldest Inhabitants Mark
Forty-nint- h Anniversary

The anniversary of th
Association of Oldest Inhabitants of the
District will be celebrated tonight with
a banquet the New Ebbltt. In- -,

formal reception will precede the ban--
qtiet. which will be served at S:13

Research

print.il. many of tho mentions will )

ro"iiiirc diligent and prolonged research,
" ' " examination which

oii cannot cram me meat oetore
mi." u i arc to bo written.

Business Pupils Determined.
nusiness is tn Held to challenge

McK.n.es to land.pl
gold medal Tho limes
Uuslne.s pupils are to make an earnest
effort to tne lrst pr.ze to that
r..l.n.l ....Ill-Il- l tn.l.!,.j at Huslness are

diiiinrlii,- -
- - - im.iii..,.. their. . - ectlons. in vchool

awmblie. and p.rona to part
",' "" v. their schools

need i" " ' . -
",,,rr. ."ciiooi.s are jum as wine aiuthftj

111 1, J'-- l II . UK.
'" trong. and pupils it Xnnstrrug
ill Trnlnlf and a' .iu- - M :rt l

Iliuli also are kecnl.v interested in tho
tontrtt. j
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-- h ".(i'it iilciu ,, piir.s it. ,.i' d of

.1.1 ',, :.il il.- - i ii, r hate
- ld and inM' a.i tho s Ivor,

iiioiIjI" V vviil bo if the contest I

ants prefer the cull. I

ANOTHER TEST QUESTION
14. history of municipal lottery in Washington.

Answers arc' not to be submitted separately. One question

be printed daily for thirty days. Pupils must submit, in

own writing, answers, lo thirty questions. Writing must

be en one side of paper only.
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MAIL BAG
(From The Times Readers.)
Communication to th Man na raiwtbe written on ono sld or ih tmoronJr: raut not rxcerd : word Iralength and imut tnj nl with nroand addrMj of fb rradtr. Th8 Dt-"c""-

of letter In The Tlme- - MallP'"" not mean the endorsement
L.Tt" Jimn ot "" oolnlone of th

writer. The Slall Bae la an ooen lorumwhera the citizens of Waahlnton can
arirua moot aueUon.

Washinston Suffers Little From Hard
Times.

To the Kdltor of the Mail Bae.
In arguments on the unemployed ques-

tion. It lias often been observed that
conditlonj can't te as bad 3 reported
from all over the country. It la said
"Working people In Washington do not
seem to suffer."

Washington should not be used as a
barometer for the rest of the countr.Conditions here arc entirely differcn
from those of any other city.

1. There Is hardly any floating
latlon outside of visitors and touri3ts.- It Is the gathering place of thecountry s richest, who haw money tospend, and spend, and spend It freelj-ev- en

If for their own use.
3. Tho many Government offices, pub-

lic bulldinRs. parks, etc.. en ploy agreat percentage of the population atgood salaries, and police and dctectlvaagencies are stricter than In other cltJc-- i

in keeping out undeslrahles.
So, there Is no reason why tlie work-In- i:

class In Washington sho-il- d sufferat ah; anu yet even here the pinch ofhard times is felt among our working-clas- s.

CONSTANT ItKADElt

Moie Recreation Facilities Needed.
To the Editor of the Mall Bag:

The recommendation of E. 3. Martin,
superintendent of playgrounds, that a
department of recreation be established
should receive the support ot every
citizen's association and civic organi-
zation In, Washington. Not only does
tho city need additional playgrounds
for the children but It needs also addi-
tional recreational facilities for the"grown-ups.- " iteadlng rooms, gymnasi-ums, athletic fields and baseball fieldsfor the departmental teams, are soma
of the things the department of play-
grounds is endeavoring to obtain. Thesuccess of the movement depends Inlarge part upon the ofthose who will be directly benefited.
Now is the time to get busv and Imnruiupon Congress the need of adequata
iraiauonai lacinues in ine NationalCapital.

' L. N M.

Leave Abuse Charge Unfounded.
To the. Editor of the Mall Bag:

In looking over the Mall Bag column
last evening I noticed no reply to "Busi-
ness Man's" article published In Mon-day's Issue, I suppose he imagines he
has "floored 'em." Evidently It was
considered unworthy of notice and ac-
cepted for what it was. the ravings ota detractor. What is the matter withhu signing his name? Of course, thereare some department clerks who are
uisnonest in regard to their leave, as
well as there are dishonest businessmen, but anyone who knows anything-abou- t

the matter knows such cases are
the exception; Being very closely con-
nected with a department clerk. I am
in a position to assert that "Business
Man" Is very much "at sea." and the
officials who have "discussed the leave
abuse" with him. and "lament their
lack of a remedy." according to his
statements, are "driving their pigs to apoor market." I would suggest thatthey turn in their dilemma to some one
whose knowledge Is a little wider than
"Business- - Man's" on the subject. If.as he claims, he is in such close con-
fidence with "several officials." it isstrange that he does not know that
these same officials have the power to
deny any or all applications for leave.
Wiser heads than "Business Man's"
considered it proper to allow leave, and
clerks can obtain it only at the consent
of the "man higher up," and abuse sucli
as he cites is not general. Further,
when a clerk obtains leave his fellow
clerks keep his work up in addition to
their own by working harder and even
a great many times working overtime-th- en

when another clerk succeeds i i
"fleecing the Government" In a I.ke
manner, he in turn helps with the
other fellow's work. "Business Man
suggests a Congressional investigatio-- t

into the matter. There are many things
that have far greater need of attention
from Congress. Sometimes methods of
"Business Man," for instance.

KAIR PLAY

Husband and Wife in Office.
To the Editor of the Mail Bag.

We often read o whole families being
in the employ of Uncle Sam. and why
not. If they can fill the bill?

There are in Washington, hundreds
of employes in the departments, the
husband being In one department and
the wife in another, and when two
persons in love with each other, in
the departments get married, there Is
no good reason why they or either of
them should give, up their position, but
If there Is anything tn the world, that
ought to be done, it Is to encourage
them, and try to assist them, until ona
of them can afford to give up his or
her position.

There are men and their wives and
In some cases some of the children of
the same family In the departments
nnd the writer is of the opinion, that
if tho head of a bureau is fit to manage
his bureau, he Is wise enough to encour
age young people, who have just ri

on the sea of matrimon
Give them a promotion, instead of

hick, is th belief of those who
from the outside

A CITIZEN

"Hats Off" But Not to Every Woman.
To the Editor of the Mall Has

Regarding the question of hat-raisin- g,

the views expressed by II. L. B. and
"Interested Header" are an insult to
any intelligent person. H. L. B. state
the best reason possible for U

that "It is the custom of gentlemen. '

and "Interested Reader" casts rctlec-tio- ns

Jpon tho character of averj
mother whose son is not given to in-

discriminate g, and upon tho
character of his female associates, a3 a
example of his gallantry.

H. I B. Is wrong. Indiscriminate hat
raising is a custom which everyone
practices for fear of Mother Grundt
and this fear Is due to the ideils of the
vulgar majority whom I'lato eali.- -

"the race ot fools which lannoi b
counted." Up to Carlyle'.a tirr.i. the pr
portion was the same. hat rational
ground is there for the theory that r.
man should doff his hat in the present?
of every woman. The practice is -

f' t.'t and i" meaningless.
i:cn ii tho ";ge u chiv jlrv n l
v ki ight doffed his helmet t.i .

female, but manv reserved u h .n
slcs for women of equal nint: 01
worth to a woman is a comi-j.- ; i.o.i
might share? ltarlty make th a
mond'i. value, in an elevator r

r
m g'fcn' U'ani, the cariot woman. ..!!. r

private. Many women are repuisi.. a.i i

betray utter sordidness of Idrth. t..icl
let and ideals.

On the other hand.. .
It ... the creates

pleasure to be a v niter Ral:'r.t . . lo
rofinod and charr-uns- lass who apm .

to one. til's al.o app'i.s to theVnd,,., ...,.. ..i t.,. . .
siivcr-nairr- u ""-- ", ".' " ,j "1, ",r"

IBWl - - .

nnco in tho presence of nnv and e f
Jane. Hess atul jihooi. so :o speax.
liditulous. Let thoe who can ve

thev nre equal to Sohopenhauo- - in ?hllo- -

K..pMc pro'unditv or ti sandow in
nlivMcil xwvter. or who consider the n- -

reive eutiat as roiard.s birth, to tho
Hottentot raise t'lfir hats and Rit--e

their scats to art. and eve'v woman
Yourstrul declines to do -o

ODINTHOR.
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